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Protesters rally against SJPD tactics
By Madilynne Medina
EXECUTIVE EDITOR

More than 30 community
members gathered Friday at San
Jose City Hall to demand justice for
20-year-old K’aun Green, who was
shot four times and hospitalized
on March 27 by San Jose Police
outside of La Victoria Taqueria.
Green’s attorney, Adante Pointer,
said Green disarmed a gunman
during a fight at the restaurant,
which is about a block away from
San Jose State University, according
to a Thursday NBC News article.
Mike Paradela, SJSU alumnus
and member of Freedom Road
Socialist Organization, a local
advocacy group, said he believes the
community should question police
officers’ perceived mentality of
“shooting first and asking questions
later.”
“SJPD had no reason to shoot
him,” he said before the rally.
“Cops initially want to shoot people
and not try to help, they should
be defending the community not
attacking the community.”
Police opened fire because there
was a “struggle for the gun” and it
was held by multiple people during
the fight inside the restaurant,
San
Jose
Police
Chief
Anthony Mata said, according to
the same NBC article.
Pointer said police yelled
“drop the gun” without giving
Green enough time to understand
the police or drop the gun, resulting
in him being shot multiple times,
according to the same article.
Protesters at the Friday
demonstration
expressed
concerns about the circumstances
surrounding Green’s shooting and
policing tactics in San Jose.
Kiana Simmons, event organizer
and member of local advocacy
group Human Empowerment,
Radical Optimism (HERO) Tent
led a moment of silence at the
beginning of the rally.
“In this minute of silence, I want
you to imagine the kind of young
man K’aun Green is, someone who
was brave enough to risk his own
well being and safety to protect
others,” she said. “He is the captain
of his college football [team].
He is driven and thoughtful and
he did not deserve to be shot four
times by the police.”
Simmons said directly after
the shooting, San Jose mayor
Sam Liccardo released a series of
tweets which she believes painted
the police as “the real victims.”
“None of us want to be the
person to decide—in a fraction of
a second— whether to pull that
trigger, but the burden of making
that decision falls upon the
police officer,” Liccardo said in a
March 29 tweet.
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Above: Protesters with picket signs in support of K’aun Green stand near San Jose City Hall Friday afternoon and chant “Say his name.”
Below: Tomara Hall, San Jose Unified Equity Coalition member, shares her experiences of police brutality and emphasizes SJPD reform.

up at the expense of the victims and
their families,” she said.

Police accountability

Various attendees also called for
change and accountability within
the San Jose police department,
chanting “What do we want?
Justice! When do we want it? Now!
If we don’t get it, shut it down!”
Sajid Khan, Santa Clara County
public defender, said he believes
the most vulnerable groups are
marginalized by San Jose police.
“I actually spent a lot of late
nights at La Vics, just like K’aun
Green,” he said during the event.
“I can’t imagine going there to
come out of there with gunshots
at the hands of the very police
departments that we’re purportedly
paying to protect us.”
A protester, who identified
herself as Kiran L., said she attended
the event in support of Green and
his family and because of her own
personal traumas related to SJPD.
Kiran said her uncle, Demetrius
Stanley, was shot and killed by an
undercover police officer last year.
“[Stanley] was taken cold
heartedly by two unmarked,
plainclothes, regular ‘schmegular’
dudes, who were apparently police
officers,” she said during the event.
“I would just like to take a moment their unmarked vehicle with a gun
to focus not just on my tragedy, and in his hand, according to a Sept. 16,
my loss and my grief, but also on 2021 Mercury News article.
the pain of K’aun Green’s family.”
Santa Clara County released a
report on May 31, 2021 identifying
the officer who shot Stanley
as Anthony Baza, who was later
cleared of criminal liability by Santa
Clara County District Attorney
Jeff Rosen.
Khan said “enough is enough,”
in regards to the multiple police
shootings, saying the DA has never
prosecuted a police officer who
shot individuals in the city.
“We’ve been represented by a
Mike Paradela
SJSU alumnus, Freedom Road Socialist Organization member DA that turns around and
prosecutes the very survivors of
Stanley was shot and killed on police shootings,” he said during
Simmons said she believes the
families of individuals shot by May 31, 2021, unaware that he was the event.
being approached by undercover
Khan said he is running for Santa
police are often left “in the dark.”
“When the police commit a officers outside his home who Clara County DA this year because
human rights violation, the city were monitoring him for a prior he believes the police department
inevitably participates in the cover suspected crime as he approached needs to be held accountable.

SJPD had no reason to shoot him. Cops initially
want to shoot people and not try to help,
they should be defending the community not
attacking the community.

“I’m here because I’m tired, and
tired of learning about the police
department that we are paying to
protect us,” he said after the event.
“We need to have a DA that is
willing to prosecute police officers
who unjustifiably shoot and kill our
fellow human beings.”
Crystal Calhoun, member of the
San Jose Unified Equity Coalition,
said she attended the event in
support of the Green family and for
others shot by the police.
She said oftentimes she is
more worried about what one of
the police might do to one of her
grandchildren than “a supposed
criminal” down the street.
“The main thing is just to
hear and to support the families,”
she said. “The call to action is
that [the police] need to stand up
and be honest.”
Tomara Hall, special education

teacher and equity leader in
San Jose, said she believes the
trauma that Green and his family
endured is also triggering for
other families who have endured
police violence.
She said the community should
be looking for alternatives to
policing and continuing to advocate
for individuals shot by police.
Hall said whether that means
showing up to city meetings,
protesting, sending an email to
public officials or sending flowers
to families, community members
should be “showing up every day.”
“Always show up, whatever that
means for you,” Hall said. “Be a part
of their community to see how you
can help them not just seek justice,
but also heal.”
Follow Madilynne on
Twitter @madilynneee
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Two players sit in front of computer screens as they compete against each other on the Guildhouse stage during a Super Smash Bros. tournament on Wednesday.

SJSU alum creates gaming lounge
By Gio Gaxiola
STAFF WRITER

Many gamers are often confined to the
four walls of their room with minimal
social interaction with other players
except through a screen.
Guildhouse, a lounge and event venue
in downtown San Jose is changing this
stereotype by becoming a safe haven for
gamers to meet and have fun.
Kevin Wick, Guildhouse founder and
SJSU alumnus, had a vision of bringing
gamers together.
“The inspiration for Guildhouse
was my time as an entrepreneurship
major from 2008 to 2014 at San Jose
State,” Wick said. “I had a really great
experience in the dorms, my friends
would bring their PC rigs over and set
them up in my dorm.”
He said he wanted to replicate the

experience he and his friends would
have during local area network parties.
Local area network gameplay includes
two or more players playing the same
game through the internet.
Wick said the opening of Guildhouse
was a long and tumultuous road. He
obtained the venue in October 2020,
but the coronavirus pandemic delayed
its opening.
Guildhouse opened its doors in
August 2021 and gamers from all
around the Bay Area flocked to see the
new lounge.
Wick said the venue will often host
San Jose State’s esports teams and
practices and Friday socials for the
Spartan Gaming Club.
“I have been there a lot, it is a fun,
clean, safe place and the staff is nice,”
said Baine Loughran, SJSU justice
studies junior. “It is a few minutes
walk from campus. I hope they get

more business.”
Aside from Friday night socials,
Guildhouse also hosts private parties,
LAN tournaments for games including
Halo and League Of Legends, and even a
corn hole tournament from time to time
according to Guildhouse’s website.
What separates Guildhouse from
other lounges is the size of the place.
It houses more than 20 PC rigs for
customers to rent. There are also
TV stations for people to rent console
games, ranging from Super Nintendo to
the Xbox One X.
There is also a VIP lounge upstairs for
gamers who want to have a private party.
The bar inside offers a unique
menu with drinks named after
video game characters or sayings
including the “Johnny Silverhand”
(Keanu Reeves’ character in the 2020
video game Cyberpunk 2077) and the
“Mana Potion.” A mana potion is a
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A large crowd gathers at Guildhouse to watch gamers or participate as players in its Super Smash Bros. tournament.

I see us as the middle ground
between the amateur level
and professional level in
the future.
Kevin Wick
Guildhouse founder

reference to numerous RPGs including
Final Fantasy and World Of Warcraft
that helps restore the players’ powers.
Guildhouse also hosts “Tap Takeovers”
on weekends where local breweries
showcase their products according to
the business’ Instagram profile.
Wick said an upcoming change to
the venue will be a side parlor-like
room that will act as an extension of
the lounge and will house even more
PC rigs.
Another major event Guildhouse
holds is a weekly Super Smash Bros.
Ultimate tournament. Gamers of all ages
come and duke it out every Wednesday
to see who’s the best player.
“It is awesome to come out here on
a weekly basis and see people in the
Smash community playing in-person
again,” Kelsey Glenn, a commentator
for the Super Smash Bros. Ultimate
tournaments said. “When COVID-19
hit, we lost our home to host Smash
tournaments. The owners and staff
here at Guildhouse have been really
forthcoming about their desire to
welcome the Smash community.”
As for the future of Guildhouse,
Wick sees the place becoming a hub for
socialization, esports, and athletics.
“I’m calling it an esports athletic and
social club. People understand bars
and restaurants, they understand video
games, but they wouldn’t understand
like a social club based around video
games or a place where you would go
train in esports to go on and play in
bigger competitions,” Wick said. “And I
see us as the middle ground between the
amateur level and professional level in
the future.”

Follow Gio on Twitter
@GaxiolaGio

ARTS & ENTERTAINMENT

sjsunews.com/spartan_daily

TUESDAY, APRIL 5, 2022

Queer Prom
Photos by Joaquin De La Torre

San
Jose
State
University
students
danced the night away at
Queer
Prom
on
March
25
in
the
Student Union Ballroom.
Spearheaded by Queer
and Asian in collaboration
with the PRIDE Center,
Queer Prom brought
students together for
a night filled with
good
music,
drag
performances by local
drag queens such as Ash
K. Hart and knowledge of
local support networks.
DJ
Cazius
Clay
provided the music
for attendees.
Queer proms have been
popular since the 1990s
and offers queer people a

space to gather without the
fear of being persecuted
for who they date or their
gender expression.
The
theme
for
this year’s Queer Prom
was “Galaxies and Galore”,
which let attendees decide
whether they were going
to dress to impress
in dark spacey colors
or wear their favorite
Star Wars gear.
In order to go to
Queer Prom, attendees
had to purchase a $5 ticket
at the PRIDE Center,
which is located in the
Student Union.
The event was a
stunning success and was
sold out with 150 Spartans Bay Area drag queen Ash K. Hart, dressed in a black outﬁt and a purple shawl, performs a “Little Shop of Horrors”
in attendance.
number for Queer Prom attendees and answers the question: What if Audrey found the alien instead of Seymour.

Local drag queen, Monarca Elezia, slowly lowers herself to the ﬂoor while
showing oﬀ her space-inspired makeup, glittery red dress, and sparkly boots.

Queer Prom attendees, dressed in beautiful prom outfits, attentively watch
and cheer on local drag queens as they perform at SJSU’s student union.

3

4

sjsunews.com/spartan_daily

SPORTS

TUESDAY, APRIL 5, 2022

OPINION

Ridley gambles away 2022 season
By Gio Gaxiola
STAFF WRITER

On March 7, Atlanta Falcons
wide receiver Calvin Ridley was
suspended for at least the 2022
season for betting on NFL games.
Ridley was suspended because
he entered a five team parlay that
included the Falcons.
The NFL was right to suspend
Ridley as betting on live games as
a professional athlete is frowned
upon throughout sports and goes
against athletes’ integrity.
Roger Goodell, NFL
commissioner, wrote a letter
to Ridley informing him of his
suspension, according to a
March 7 ESPN article.
“Your actions put the integrity
of the game at risk, threatened
to damage public confidence
in professional football and
potentially undermined the
reputations of your fellow
players throughout the NFL,”
Goodell said.
Just five games into the
season, the Falcons lost their star
wide receiver.
Ridley said in an Oct. 31, 2021
Twitter statement that he needed
to step away from football to deal
with mental health issues.
Ridley’s later suspension
was a unique situation because
he was already away from the
organization with no official
contact with coaches and
personnel.
If Ridley is trying to focus on
his mental health, then why put
himself in this negative spotlight?
While he was not on the field,
the Falcons finished with a
7-10 record in the 2021 season.
The Falcons should feel
betrayed because Ridley should
have been helping the team win
by being on the field and not
betting on the team, hoping they
could win.

ILLUSTRATION BY LINDSAY VILLAMOR

It’s important to keep your
mental health in check and step
away to take a break, but Ridley’s
hiatus seems like a move of
boredom rather than a mental
health problem.

sites, including Fanduel and
Draftkings, being played by
millions daily.
The most recent NFL player
to be suspended for gambling
was former Arizona Cardinals

I believe Ridley has tainted his
name.
The popularity of the “make a
quick buck” scheme has gambling

cornerback Josh Shaw on
Nov. 29, 2019, according to an

CLASSIFIEDS
CROSSWORD PUZZLE

NBC News article.
While being on injured reserve
for the entire 2019 season, Shaw
was found gambling on NFL
games in Las Vegas.
Shaw was suspended for the
2020 season. He was reinstated
to the league on March 20, 2021,
but he has yet to sign with a team,
according to the NFL website.
“I bet $1500 total I don’t have a
gambling problem,” Ridley said in
a March 7 Twitter post.
Does Ridley think this is all
a joke?
If he was angry about
being suspended it would be

SUDOKU PUZZLE
Complete the grid so that every row, column and
3x3 box contains every digit from 1 to 9 inclusively.

understandable but trying to make
fun of a serious situation
is ludicrous.
I believe Ridley has tainted his
name and may see his time on the
Falcons coming to an end soon
but he still has value on the field
and will likely find another job in
the NFL the minute he’s free.
I hope the suspension will
remind him and other athletes
that they’re professionals and have
to act as such.

Follow Gio on Twitter
@GaxiolaGio

JOKIN’
AROUND
“Where do
fruits go on
vacation?”

“Pear-is!”

SOLUTIONS

ACROSS
1. Pinnacle
5. “Oh dear!”
9. Baby bears
13. Ruination
14. Greens with dressing
16. Sloth
17. Information
18. Strike
19. Ascend
20. Rock
22. Depraved
24. Wheelchair access
26. Innocent
27. Subdivision
30. Ample
33. Nursery outfits
35. An alloy of iron
37. And more
38. Musical genre
41. Greek letter
42. Dig (into)
45. Soporific drug
48. Anthology
51. Intention
52. They connect points
54. Borscht vegetable
55. One who cogitates
59. Delete
62. Diva’s solo
63. Infant’s illness

65. Brews
66. Legal claim
67. Exchange
68. T T T
69. For fear that
70. Tall woody plant
71. Sea eagle
DOWN
1. Combines
2. Jacket
3. 2-wheeled vehicle
4. Give forth
5. Donkey
6. Light source
7. Extraterrestrial
8. Ancient Persian governor
9. Up to date
10. Module
11. Bottom
12. Took to court
15. Satan
21. Broadcast
23. Nights before
25. Flower holders
27. Sleigh
28. Consumer of food
29. Without precedent
31. Abstainer from alcohol
32. Abominable snowmen
34. Transgression

36. Shoestring
39. Short sleep
40. Food
43. Courageous
44. Rewrite
46. Algonquian Indian
47. Control
49. Legislate
50. Comeback
53. A type of renewable
energy
55. Shopping center
56. A Great Lake
57. Perishes
58. Fair attraction
60. Observed
61. Being
64. C

March 24
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Anti-trans bills scapegoat vulnerable community
Bojana Cvijic
NEWS EDITOR

On Feb. 22, Texas
Governor Greg Abbott
released a directive calling
on licensed professionals or
members of the public to
report the parents of
transgender minors for
child abuse if it appears the
children are recieving
gender-affirming care.
It’s yet another grotesque
display from lawmakers that’s
part of the continued attack
against trans people in the
United States, with a narrative
surrounding the community
fueled by Christian
right-wing media and other
groups who conform to
the ideology of gender
essentialism.
Abbott, a Republican,
sent this directive to the
Department of Family and
Protective Services in the state
stating, “Because the Texas
Department of Family and
Protective Services (DFPS)
is responsible for protecting
children from abuse, I hereby
direct your agency to
conduct a prompt and
thorough investigation of
any reported instances of
these abusive procedures in
the State of Texas.”
Abbott went on to reference
“KP-0401,” an opinion by
Texas Attorney General
Ken Paxton on Feb. 18,
wherein any medical
procedures involving children
including “hysterectomies,
castration, puberty blockers,
hormone therapy or surgery”
constitute child abuse.
This is another large step in
the war against trans people
in this country.
According to the Human
Rights Campaign, 2021 was
the worst year in recent
history for LGBTQ+ state
legislative attacks, breaking
the 2015 record with 17
enacted laws.
Emmett Schelling, the
executive director of the
Transgender Education
Network of Texas, spoke in
a March 11 press conference
published by Equality Texas
saying, “We’ve seen since
2015 how much more
cruel and cynical our state
leadership has become.
What we are seeing here is a
departure of any moral code
from our state leadership.

We know that they know that
continuing this hate leads to
trans youth taking their lives.
Why wouldn’t we want to
stop that? Why would state
leaders continue to push this
harmful narrative forward?”
Over 240 anti-LGBTQ+
bills have been filed in 2022
with most targeting the trans
community, according to a
Jan. 2 NBC News article.
Many Americans like
to think our country is
progressive and was
progressing prior to former
president Donald Trump’s
November 2016 election
but this has always been a
problem. To be trans is to be
different. Breaking away from
the idea of gender binary
will never happen under the
current form of government,
which has a history of
thriving under the oppression
of marginalized groups.
Historically, the global
expansion of the colonialist
British Empire has always
meant suppression of the
LGBTQ+ community, leaving
repercussions that follow us
to this day. Of the 72
countries with anti-LGBTQ+
laws still in place, 38 of those
were subject to British
colonialism, according to
a May 15, 2018 The
Conversation article.
Allan and Molly Simons,
who used pseudonyms for
privacy concerns, are a couple
who moved to the San
Francisco Bay Area from
Austin, Texas. They expressed
their concerns for their trans
child’s safety and for their
friends back home.

ILLUSTRATION BY HANNAH GREGORIC

right now is to be cruel to
people that they believe are
their enemies,” he said.
The couple also finds the
laws ironic.
“Texas has a long and really
established history of, you
know, claiming to love
freedom. While at the same
time, they had laws that
. . . were just things that they
considered immoral that they
outlawed,” Molly said.
Anne Lewis, Texas State
Employees Union (TSEU)
Executive Board member,
also spoke saying “Governor
Abbott’s letter violates the civil
rights and privacy of children
and families. It exposes Texas
Department of Family and
Protective Services workers to

Trans people are human beings
who deserve to be included and
have access to the same rights
and care as their cis counterparts.
“We felt pretty rough. We
still have our parents there.
My father and his mother and
father still live in Texas,” Molly
said. “We still have friends
and we typically go to Texas,
you know, before the
pandemic, probably four to
six times a year. At this
point, we don’t feel safe to
travel there.”
Allan said he also sees
this as a pushback to the
disruption of “white male
hegemony.”
“I think that more than this
being a distraction, I think
this is a part of their
[Republican] governing and
[their] political philosophy
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trans kids.
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you to be able to have a child
that was declaring itself to be
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a different gender than what
it was, you know, on their
birth certificate,” Molly said.
“And so yeah, we don’t have
perfect data on this, but we do
have a lot of data about what
happens when you try to
force a child to be what they
say they’re not. And when we
don’t support that child, we
got a lot of data on that.”
A study published in the
Journal of Adolescent Health
found that social transition
isn’t harmful in trans youth
but leads to positive mental
health outcomes. The adverse
mental health effects stem
from harassment, discrimination, and unaccpeting social
environments.
According to a March 31
AP news article, caseworkers
were directed to treat cases
involving trans kids differently. They were instructed to use
their personal devices only, to
not give out case numbers or
names, with said cases being
referred to as “special
assignments.”
For Greg Abbott, this is
wholly unsurprising. Republican lawmakers including
Abbott know exactly what
they’re doing: Their entire
grift is to find a scapegoat
within marginalized communities to blame for societal
problems as a distraction.
They’re protecting a system
that is built on the oppression
of marginalized groups
including the LGBTQ+
community and even with
these rights progressing will
do whatever it takes to stop
that from happening.
There is hope, however, in
the fact that there is support
for the trans community and
legislative attacks will not go
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through without a fight.
On March 2, the Travis
County District Court in
Texas granted a temporary
restraining order to block
the DFPS from investigating
parents named in a lawsuit
brought by the American
Civil Liberties Union (ACLU)
and Lambda Legal.
On March 11, investigations
for “possible child abuse” by
the DFPS were blocked by
an injuction issued by Judge
Amy Clark Meachum,
according to a March 11
New York Times article.
Meachum said in her ruling
that “the governor’s actions
and those of the agency,
violate separation of powers
by impermissibly encroaching
into the legislative domain.”
She said there was a
“substantial likelihood” that
plaintiffs would prevail after a
trial on the merits because the
governor’s order was
“unconstitutional.”
This may be an embarrassment for Abbott, but this is
not new.
Transphobic legislation is a
part of a system that seeks to
harm trans people and it must
be stopped at the root. Trans
people are human beings
who deserve to be included
and have access to the same
rights and care as their
cis counterparts.
The society we live in is not
a humane one, and my hope
for this world is to see the
grab for power and capital be
completely dismantled and
rebuilt for a humane world
where it is not dependent on
the subjugation of others.
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